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Requirements Finalisation 
Meeting 7: 4th November 2021
Meeting starts at 10.00am (UK)



Antitrust statement
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ResponsibleSteel™ is committed to complying with all relevant antitrust and competition 
laws and regulations. Failure to abide by these laws and regulations can potentially have 
extremely serious consequences for ResponsibleSteel™ and its members, including 
heavy fines and, in some jurisdictions, imprisonment for individuals.  ResponsibleSteel™
has therefore adopted an Antitrust Policy, compliance with which is a condition of 
ResponsibleSteel™ membership and participation. You are asked to have due regard for 
this Policy today and indeed in respect of all other ResponsibleSteel™ activities.

https://www.responsiblesteel.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ResponsibleSteelAntitrustPolicy2018-09-20.pdf

https://www.responsiblesteel.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ResponsibleSteelAntitrustPolicy2018-09-20.pdf
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1. Minutes and process points
• Sharing minutes
• Minutes

Corrections/clarifications
• Dates for stainless/ high alloy subgroup meetings 

(should be 11 Nov, 25 Nov, 9 Dec)
• Worldsteel LCI and upstream/transportation

emissions (from 2 September)
• Clarification re review/revision of threshold level 

specifications
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Actions arising:
• Revised polling calculations to be included in the minutes - DONE
• Secretariat to define process rules for polling during meetings – DONE, see next 

item on agenda
• Anne-Claire will bring the concerns raised about in-meeting polling to the attention 

of the Board – Anne-Claire comments
• In future meeting minutes to be published on the RS website together with other 

material from the meetings – As discussed, publication following this meeting
• Participants to email Matthew as soon as possible to let him know if they would like 

to participate in the stainless/high alloy steels sub-group - DONE
• Secretariat to set times and send out e-invitations for future meetings - PENDING
• MWS to check and confirm in writing that any new requirements in relation to GHG 

disclosure and reporting would not be applicable retroactively to current certificate 
holders – MWS VERBAL REPORT

• Participants to review the relevant requirements of the draft GHG Standard, and the 
related consultation questions (pp 36 to 41 of the draft standard) in advance of the 
next meeting  – DONE?!
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In-meeting polling
• Have discussed further (and Anne-Claire has raised concern with 

Board)
• We want to be able to continue to use in meeting polling as a tool to 

help the Secretariat reach agreement with our membership on a 
range of issues under discussion

• Recognise the concern that if one organisation has multiple votes 
this might give a distorted picture of the overall views of the room, 
across multiple organisations

• Believe that transparency is a key requirement to maintain the 
benefits of polling, while managing the concerns raised
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In meeting polling
Conclusions:
• Continue to allow multiple people from the same organisation to participate in 

meetings, including in polling
• Ask participants to edit their Zoom identity to show this at the start of the calls, and 

to identify themselves and their organisation when they speak
• Ask all attendees to be respectful of the diversity of opinions and organisations in the 

room, to present their own points of view as they see fit, and not to ‘block vote’ on 
any issues.

• We will test sharing of polling results (who voted for what) immediately after each 
vote, so that everyone can see at the time whether any organisation seems to be 
having an undue influence on the poll results – as would take place in a face-to-face 
meeting

• We will keep situation under review and are open to further actions if necessary
• We will research options for ‘weighted’ voting for consideration in future virtual 

meetings



responsiblesteel.org

1. Minutes and process points
2. Schedule:
• Stainless and high alloy steel 

subgroup: 11 Nov, 25 Nov, 9 Dec
• Full group: 18 Nov, 2 Dec, 16 Dec

3. Issue for resolution:
• GHG disclosure & reporting
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Criterion C8.7

C8.1 Corporate commitment to achieve the goals of the Paris 
Agreement

C8.2 Corporate Climate-Related Financial Disclosures

C8.3 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning only

C8.4 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions intensity performance comparisons 

C8.5 Site-level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning

C8.6

ResponsibleSteel product certification:
• GHG emissions intensity threshold achieved
• GHG emissions intensity performance level 1, 2 or 3
• Product embodied carbon determination

C8.7 GHG emissions disclosure and reporting
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Criterion 8.7: GHG emissions disclosure and reporting

Key measures of the site’s GHG emissions performance are publicly 
disclosed.
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Criterion C8.7
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8.7.1. The following information is publicly reported on an annual basis for all ResponsibleSteel certified sites:

a. The site’s total GHG (CO2 e) or CO2 emissions calculated in accordance with the requirements of Criterion 8.3 and in accordance with the 
specifications defined in Criterion 8.4 where these have been applied.

b. The basis for the determination of the site’s total GHG emissions, including:

• The international or regional standard(s) used;

• Whether or not the determination has been prepared in conformity with the requirements specified in Criterion 8.4;

• Whether the determination includes the purchase of renewable energy certificates or similar mechanisms such as power purchase agreements, 
virtual power purchase agreements, or green tariffs paid in relation to the sourcing of the site’s electricity, and if so a description of the source and 
quantity of such offsets or agreements;

• A clear description of the scope boundary for the determination, including whether the emissions associated with the extraction, preparation, 
processing and transportation of input materials have been included or excluded in the determination;

• An explanation of the greenhouse gases that have been taken into account in the determination or, if only CO2 emissions have been considered, a 
clear statement to this effect;

• An explanation of variations in figures reported using different measurement standards if more than one standard has been used by the site and 
different figures have been reported as a result.
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Criterion C8.7
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8.7.2.  The following information is publicly reported on an annual basis for ResponsibleSteel certified sites that produce crude steel, in order to 
market and sell their products as ResponsibleSteel certified:

a. the ResponsibleSteel crude steel GHG emissions intensity performance of the site (metric tonnes of CO2 e/ metric tonne crude steel), as 
determined in conformity with the requirements of Criterion 8.4.

b. the proportion of scrap used as an input for crude steel production at the site (as determined in 8.6.1)

c. the ResponsibleSteel crude steel GHG emissions intensity performance level (1, 2 or 3) that has been achieved.

Note: ResponsibleSteel will publish a table of the ResponsibleSteel crude steel GHG emissions intensity performance for all ResponsibleSteel certified 
steelmaking sites, together the proportion of scrap used as an input material, with explanatory notes based on the information provided in 8.7.1, 
above.

8.7.3. The embodied carbon for any product, co-product or by-product that is marketed or sold as ResponsibleSteel certified, as determined in 8.6.3. 
is publicly available on request, together with a declaration of the ResponsibleSteel crude steel GHG emissions intensity performance level (1, 2 or 
3) for the crude steel the product is made from, where applicable.
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Issues considered to be settled ‘in principle’: C8.7…

C8.1 Corporate commitment to achieve the goals of the Paris 
Agreement

C8.2 Corporate Climate-Related Financial Disclosures

C8.3 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning only

C8.4 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions intensity performance comparisons 

C8.5 Site-level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning

C8.6

ResponsibleSteel product certification:
• GHG emissions intensity threshold achieved
• GHG emissions intensity performance level 1, 2 or 3
• Product embodied carbon determination

C8.7 GHG emissions disclosure and reporting

Do you support or disagree with:

• proposed Criterion 8.7?

• proposed requirement 8.7.1?

• proposed requirement 8.7.2?

• proposed requirement 8.7.3? ✓

Ø More variable level of support, with some strong disagreement 
on some proposals

Ø 8.7.3: embodied carbon footprints and GHG emissions level 
publicly available on request
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• GHG Disclosure Consultation Question 1: do you support or disagree with the proposal to 
remove the current requirement for ResponsibleSteel certified sites to disclose their crude 
steel GHG emissions intensity (determined in accordance with criterion 8.3), as a 
requirement for ResponsibleSteel site certification?

• GHG Disclosure Consultation Question 2: do you support or disagree with the proposal to 
remove the detailed reporting requirements (ResponsibleSteel Standard (v1-0) requirements 
8.5.1.a, 8.5.1.b, 8.5.1.c, and 8.5.1.e)?

• GHG Disclosure Consultation Question 3a: do you support or disagree with the proposal 
that steelmakers should be permitted to report GHG emissions averaged across multiple 
sites rather than for every site separately?

• GHG Disclosure Consultation Question 3b: If steelmakers are permitted to report GHG 
emissions averaged across multiple sites, do you support or disagree with the proposed 
conditions?

Key issues for resolution: consultation questions

NB. This feedback was taken into account in agreeing an ‘urgent revision’ to the current ResponsibleSteel Standard Criteria 
8.4 & 8.5, but were clear that these changes were without prejudice to the ongoing discussion of requirements for ‘certified 
steel’ - see: https://www.responsiblesteel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Urgent-Revision-of-the-Standard_QA.pdf 17

https://www.responsiblesteel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Urgent-Revision-of-the-Standard_QA.pdf
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• Are the proposed disclosure requirements for 
ResponsibleSteel certified sites in 8.7.1 right?

• Are the proposed disclosure requirements for 
ResponsibleSteel certified steel in 8.7.2 right?

• Should steelmakers be permitted to report 
GHG emissions averaged across multiple sites 
rather than for every site separately? If so, 
what technical specifications apply? Should 
the same approach apply for both ‘site 
certification’ and ‘steel certification’?

Key issues for resolution: C8.7

C8.1 Corporate commitment to achieve the goals of the Paris 
Agreement

C8.2 Corporate Climate-Related Financial Disclosures

C8.3 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning only

C8.4 Determination of GHG emissions for the purpose of site 
level GHG emissions intensity performance comparisons 

C8.5 Site-level GHG emissions reduction targets and planning

C8.6

ResponsibleSteel product certification:
• GHG emissions intensity threshold achieved
• GHG emissions intensity performance level 1, 2 or 3
• Product embodied carbon determination

C8.7 GHG emissions disclosure and reporting
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11 November: 10.00 – 11.30am (UK)
Stainless/High Alloy subgroup meeting

18 November: time tbc
Full group:
• Complete GHG disclosure/ reporting
• Focus on Criterion 8.4…

Next meetings


